Vallejo Fire Department

Citizen Emergency Response
Team

CERT




Citizen Emergency Response
Team




What is CERT?

How it Began

How it is Funded

The Curriculum

The Long Term Plan
Questions/Comments/Suggestions



CERT — What it is, and isn't...
O




CERT — What it is, and isn't...
O




CERT— What it is, and isn't...
O

» Provide a group of trained people to be used in a
number of ways when assigned
o Set up and Staffing of Shelters for Evacuees
o Filling Sandbags
o Contact neighbors during heat/cold emergencies
o Outreach into community, etc.
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Sept 2006

Chief Parker assigned to a Captain in Training
Rewrite & Update City Emergency Operations Plan
Reform Disaster Council
Begin a CERT-type program
o Research included

Oakland
Richmond
Benicia

Contra Costa
Federal Program
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To date we have trained over 175 Citizen Volunteers
Students receive 28 hours of training

Upon completion of the course graduates receive a
backpack for CERT response
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A Six week program designed to
provide the individuals with the
basic skills that they will use to
respond to their community’s
immediate needs in the aftermath of
a disaster



What we teach

#1 - Personal and Household Emergency
Preparedness

Basic guidelines for all types of emergencies
Designed to serve as a stand-alone curriculum for a 2+ hr class.
Work-book style family/household preparedness plan
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» What we teach

#5 Light Search and Rescue
To assess buildings as minor, moderately or severely damaged
To aid victims that have self extricated
To disentangle victims that are trapped by structural contents only
o Skills include lifting and cribbing only
o CERT Organization and Documentation
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What we teach

The Drill
Real time, hands on drill for all participants

Team is given a Situational Briefing, and allowed a short time to
organize themselves per the training

Intentionally given unanticipated situations, and more victims
than supplies will support.
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To continue to train citizen volunteers for
Neighborhood teams

To roll program over to community-based
instructors, with Fire Department guidance.

To facilitate community outreach for VFD

To develop a group of citizen volunteers for the
Fire Department, just as the Police Department has
successfully done.



CERT Program
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